
Executive Summary 
The purpose of this item is for the Board of County Commissioners (Board) to ratify an 
Intergovernmental Agency Agreement, Right of Entry, and Hold Harmless Agreement with the City 
of Coral Gables (City) for the treatment and/or removal of certain epiphytes, including strangler 
figs, from trees along Miami-Dade County right-of-way.  The agreement was executed on July 27, 
2022, and the work commenced shortly thereafter.  There is no cost to the County for the City’s 
one-time removal of the epiphytes.  The Interlocal Agreement was approved by the City 
Commission via Resolution No. 2022-103 on April 26, 2022. 

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board approve the attached resolution, pursuant to Sections 2-9 and 2-10 
of the Miami-Dade County Code, ratifying the Intergovernmental Agency Agreement with the City 
of Coral Gables for the treatment and/or removal of certain epiphytes from trees along the County’s 
right-of-way. The agreement grants Coral Gables permission to enter the County’s right-of-way to 
remove the invasive plants from the trees.        

Scope 
The City of Coral Gables intends to treat and/or remove epiphytes, including strangler figs, from 66 
Quercus Virginiana (Southern Live Oak) along Coral Way from Red Road to Segovia Circle.  The 
City will collect, haul away, and pay the dumping fees for the disposal of the plant debris associated 
with the project. Additionally, the City will obtain any and all necessary permits for removal.  The 
City will remove these epiphytes on a one-time basis and have no other obligation to maintain the 
County right-of-way.   

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source 
There is no fiscal impact to the County.  The City will absorb all costs, estimated to be $12,000. 

Track Record/Monitor 
Michael Rojas, Chief of Miami-Dade County Parks, Recreation, and Open Spaces Department, 
Right-of-Way Aesthetic and Assets Management Division (PROS-RAAM), will monitor the 
Agreement.   
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Delegation of Authority 
Pursuant to Section 2-8.3 of the County Code, there are no delegations of authority beyond those 
specified in the Resolution.  

Background 
The City of Coral Gables wishes to use its resources and contractors to treat and/or remove invasive 
exotic species, including strangler figs, from approximately 66 trees along Coral Way between Red 
Road and Segovia, which is under the County’s jurisdiction.  The clean-up efforts targets Ficus 
Aurea which have not established themselves beyond the epiphyte stage and therefore are not 
regulated. PROS-RAAM currently provides safety tree trimming services along the referenced 
corridor, on an as needed basis, which includes 10’ vertical clearance over the sidewalk as well as 
16’ over the roadway.  PROS-RAAM have no objections regarding the proposed maintenance 
project by the City.     

Strangler figs is the common name for a number of tropical and sub-tropical plant species, 
particularly of the genus Ficus.  They grow extremely fast and aggressively, reaching 70 feet or 
taller with an even wider spread. The strangler fig produces small fruits that are soft and sweet.  It 
can be found in U.S. Department of Agriculture plant hardiness zones 9 through 11.  They are 
named for their pattern of growth upon host trees, which often results in the host’s death. 

_________________ 
Jimmy Morales 
Chief Operations Officer 
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2-7-23 Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. ________________________ 

RESOLUTION RATIFYING, PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 2-9 
AND 2-10 OF THE MIAMI-DADE COUNTY CODE, AN 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGENCY AGREEMENT, RIGHT OF 
ENTRY, AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT WITH THE 
CITY OF CORAL GABLES FOR THE REMOVAL OF 
EPIPHYTES ON CERTAIN TREES ON MIAMI-DADE 
COUNTY RIGHT-OF-WAY 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

Section 1.   This Board approves the agreement attached hereto and incorporated herein 

between Miami-Dade County and the City of Coral Gables for the removal and/or treatment of 

epiphytes on certain trees on Miami-Dade County right-of-way.   

Section 2.        This Board further ratifies the agreement as executed by the County Mayor’s 

designee on behalf of Miami-Dade County in substantially the form attached. 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner    

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  
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Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 
Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman 

Juan Carlos Bermudez 
Sen. René García 
Keon Hardemon 
Eileen Higgins 
Raquel A. Regalado 

Marleine Bastien 
Kevin Marino Cabrera 
Roberto J. Gonzalez 
Danielle Cohen Higgins 
Kionne L. McGhee 
Micky Steinberg 
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The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 7th day 

of February, 2023.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after 

the date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective 

only upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution 

and the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA BY ITS 
BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

LUIS G. MONTALDO, CLERK AD INTERIM

By:________________________ 
      Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 
to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Dale P. Clarke
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