
MEMORANDUM

Agenda Item No. 8(F)(1) 

TO: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III DATE: 

and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

FROM:  Geri Bonzon-Keenan SUBJECT: 

County Attorney  

October 16, 2024

Resolution approving a release  

agreement and authorizing the 

conveyance of a Temporary Easement 

between 8701 Collins Ave 

Condominium Association, Inc. with 

an address of 8701 Collins Ave. 

Surfside, Florida, 33154 as 

grantor/releasor and Miami-Dade 

County as grantee/releasee, granting 

access to a property owned by 8701 

Collins Ave. Condominium 

Association, Inc., to effectuate repairs 

of damage resulting from emergency 

use during the surfside disaster, in the 

estimated amount of $747,822.78, 

retroactive from June 24, 2021 until 

completion of the repairs 

contemplated herein, at which time 

Miami-Dade County shall provide 

written notice to grantor that all 

repairs have been finalized and 

acknowledging that the easement has 

terminated; authorizing the County 

Mayor to execute the temporary 

easement; authorizing the County 

Mayor to exercise all rights contained 

therein and to perform all acts 

necessary to effectuate same; and 

directing the County Mayor to prepare 

a disaster reimbursement claim to the 

Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA) 

The accompanying resolution was prepared by the Internal Services Department and placed on the agenda at the 

request of Prime Sponsor Commissioner Micky Steinberg. 

_______________________________ 

Geri Bonzon-Keenan       

County Attorney 

GBK/jp 
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Date: 

To: 

From: Daniella Levine Cava 
Mayor 

Subject: Approval of Release Agreement and Temporary Easement Agreement Between 8701 
Collins Avenue Condominium Association, Inc., and Miami-Dade County Granting Use of 
8701 Collins Avenue for Emergency Access and Staging to Undertake Work Associated 
with the Search, Rescue, Shoring of Unstable Structures, and Other Work Associated with 
the Structural Collapse of the Champlain Towers South in Surfside, Florida.  

Executive Summary 
This item seeks approval of a release agreement and temporary easement agreement between Miami-
Dade County (County) and 8701 Collins Avenue Condominium Association, Inc. (Association). The main 
purpose of this resolution is to allow the County to effectuate repairs on private property that was 
damaged as a result of the emergency staging use during the Surfside disaster and is estimated to have 
repair cost of $747,822.78. Upon approval of this resolution, the County will be directed to seek recovery 
of procured repair costs from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA); resolving all 
outstanding liability issues between the County and the Association. 

Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners approve the attached resolution authorizing 
the acceptance of the release and temporary easement agreement between the Association and the 
County that granted access to the property at 8701 Collins Avenue owned by the Association for the 
purposes of staging, debris removal, and access to the adjacent collapsed site.  

Scope 
The property is located in Commission District 4, which is represented by Commissioner Micky Steinberg. 
Written notice of the release agreement and temporary easement was provided to the District 
Commissioner’s Office. 

Fiscal Impact 
This resolution will direct the County to hire a contractor to undertake repairs estimated at $747,822.78 
to be paid by general fund but submitted to FEMA as part of the disaster reimbursement claim. FEMA 
and the Florida Division of Emergency Management may reimburse up to 95% of eligible project costs 
and the County will be responsible for 5% as a match.  The project site will need repair and replacement 
of damaged pavers, electronic equipment, condominium furnishings and security equipment. 

Track Record/Monitor 
Baunie McConnell of the Internal Services Department (ISD), along with the Office of Management and 
Budget, will monitor the activities performed under this agreement. 

Delegation of Authority 
This resolution authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to execute the temporary 
easement, exercise all the rights contained in the easement and perform all acts to effectuate the 
easement. 

October 16, 2024

Honorable Chairperson Oliver G. Gilbert, III    
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
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Honorable Chairperson Oliver G. Gilbert, III    
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 
Page 2 

Background 
On June 24th, 2021, at approximately 1:22 AM the 12-story beachfront condominium Champlain Towers 
South located at 8777 Collins Ave. Surfside FL, partially collapsed, causing severe and total structural 
damage with significant loss of life. After the buildings collapse, emergency responders that included 
local, state, federal and international crews, set up temporary command centers at the common areas of 
the 8701 Collins Ave. Condominium building which was located next door to the remains of Champlain 
Towers South.  

The constant usage of the Association’s common area lasted for several months as the responders 
searched, investigated, and cleared the site of the Champlain Towers South collapse. The County’s 
emergency management departments were present daily. The Miami-Dade County Fire Rescue was 
among the responders that utilized the common areas as a command center. This usage caused 
significant damage. The County will pay for the damages with its funds and prepare a reimbursement 
claim to FEMA. FEMA is currently reviewing a request to add this project to the damaged inventory for 
the Surfside tragedy. 

______________________ 
Carladenise Edwards 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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Date: 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

MIAMI··

Memoran 
d 

um mnniiil' 
September 25, 2024 

Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbe1i, III 
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

Raymond Hall, Director 
._,/J J_ 4 # Internal Services Department (/(," 

Request to Process Late Departmental Agenda Item 

I am requesting that the following item be placed on the Board of County Commissioner's October 
Committee Agenda Cycle. 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A RELEASE AGREEMENT AND 
AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE OF A TEMPORARY 
EASEMENT BETWEEN 8701 COLLINS AVE CONDOMINIUM 
ASSOCIATION, INC. WITH AN ADDRESS OF 8701 COLLINS AVE. 
SURFSIDE, FLORIDA, 33154 AS GRANTOR/RELEASOR AND 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY AS GRANTEE/RELEASEE, GRANTING 
ACCESS TO A PROPERTY OWNED BY 8701 COLLINS AVE. 
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, INC., TO EFFECTUATE REPAIRS 
OF DAMAGE RESULTING FROM EMERGENCY USE DURING THE 
SURFSIDE DISASTER, IN THE ESTIMATED AMOUNT OF 
$747,822.78, RETROACTIVE FROM JUNE 24, 2021 UNTIL 
COMPLETION OF THE REPAIRS CONTEMPLATED HEREIN, AT 
WHICH TIME MIAMI-DADE COUNTY SHALL PROVIDE WRITTEN 
NOTICE TO GRANTOR THAT ALL REP AIRS HA VE BEEN 
FINALIZED AND ACKNOWLEDGING THAT THE EASEMENT HAS 
TERMINATED; AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR 
COUNTY MAYOR'S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE THE TEMPORARY 
EASEMENT; AND AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR 
COUNTY MAYOR'S DESIGNEE TO EXERCISE ALL RIGHTS 
CONTAINED THEREIN AND TO PERFORM ALL ACTS 
NECESSARY TO EFFECTUATE SAME; AND DIRECTING THE 
COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR'S DESIGNEE TO 
PREP ARE A DISASTER REIMBURSEMENT CLAIM TO THE 
FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA) 

Although this item has not met the noticed deadline and has been provided to the Agenda 
Coordination Office late, it is critical that this item be heard at the upcoming Board of County 
Commissioner's October Committee Agenda Cycle in order to meet FEMA's required timeline so 
that the County may receive disaster relief reimbursement. 
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Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III 
and Board of County Commissioners 
Page2 

Therefore, please process the item notwithstanding that the 3-day rule may apply. I am aware that 
this item is subject to approval for placement on the agenda by the BCC Chairman, and review by 
the County Attorney's Office. 

Approved by Mayor or Mayor's Designee 

Signature 

Approved by Policy Senior Advisor 
or Designee Signature 

cc: Geri Bonzon-Keenan, County Attorney 

Carladenise Edwards 
Print Name 

Nicole Tallman 
Print Name 

Gerald K. Sanchez, First Assistant County Attorney 
Jess M. McCarty, Executive Assistant County 
CA0agenda@miamidade.gov 

2 
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MEMORANDUM 
(Revised) 

TO: DATE: Honorable Chairman Oliver G. Gilbert, III
and Members, Board of County Commissioners 

: SUBJECT:  Agenda Item No. 8(F)(1)

Please note any items checked. 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

“3-Day Rule” for committees applicable if raised 

6 weeks required between first reading and public hearing 

4 weeks notification to municipal officials required prior to public 

hearing 

Decreases revenues or increases expenditures without balancing budget 

Budget required 

Statement of fiscal impact required 

Statement of social equity required 

Ordinance creating a new board requires detailed County Mayor’s 

report for public hearing 

No committee review 

Applicable legislation requires more than a majority vote (i.e., 2/3’s 

present ____, 2/3 membership ____, 3/5’s ____, unanimous ____, 

majority plus one ____, CDMP 7 vote requirement per 2-116.1(3)(h) or

(4)(c) ____, CDMP 2/3 vote requirement per 2-116.1(3) (h) or (4)(c) 

____, CDMP 9 vote requirement per 2-116.1(4)(c) (2) _____) to approve

Current information regarding funding source, index code and available 

balance, and available capacity (if debt is contemplated) required 

FROM: 

_______ 

October 16, 2024
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Approved       Mayor Agenda Item No. 8(F)(1)
10-16-24 Veto __________ 

Override __________ 

RESOLUTION NO. 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A RELEASE AGREEMENT AND 

AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE OF A TEMPORARY 

EASEMENT BETWEEN 8701 COLLINS AVE CONDOMINIUM 

ASSOCIATION, INC. WITH AN ADDRESS OF 8701 COLLINS 

AVE. SURFSIDE, FLORIDA, 33154 AS GRANTOR/RELEASOR 

AND MIAMI-DADE COUNTY AS GRANTEE/RELEASEE, 

GRANTING ACCESS TO A PROPERTY OWNED BY 8701 

COLLINS AVE. CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, INC., TO 

EFFECTUATE REPAIRS OF DAMAGE RESULTING FROM 

EMERGENCY USE DURING THE SURFSIDE DISASTER, IN 

THE ESTIMATED AMOUNT OF $747,822.78, RETROACTIVE 

FROM JUNE 24, 2021 UNTIL COMPLETION OF THE REPAIRS 

CONTEMPLATED HEREIN, AT WHICH TIME MIAMI-DADE 

COUNTY SHALL PROVIDE WRITTEN NOTICE TO 

GRANTOR THAT ALL REPAIRS HAVE BEEN FINALIZED 

AND ACKNOWLEDGING THAT THE EASEMENT HAS 

TERMINATED; AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR 

COUNTY MAYOR'S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE THE 

TEMPORARY EASEMENT; AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY 

MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR'S DESIGNEE TO EXERCISE 

ALL RIGHTS CONTAINED THEREIN AND TO PERFORM 

ALL ACTS NECESSARY TO EFFECTUATE SAME; AND 

DIRECTING THE COUNTY MAYOR OR COUNTY MAYOR'S 

DESIGNEE TO PREPARE A DISASTER REIMBURSEMENT 

CLAIM TO THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

AGENCY (FEMA) 

WHEREAS, this Board desires to accomplish the purposes outlined in the accompanying 

memorandum, a copy of which is incorporated herein by reference, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

Section 1.  This Board incorporates the foregoing recitals as if fully set forth herein, 

and authorizes the conveyance of a Temporary Easement between 8701 Collins Avenue 

Condominium Association Inc., as grantor, and Miami-Dade County, as grantee, in substantially 
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Agenda Item No. 8(F)(1) 
Page No. 2 

the form attached hereto and made a part hereof as Attachment 1, granting access to a property 

owned by 8701 Collins Avenue Association, Inc. to effectuate repairs of damage resulting from 

emergency use during the Surfside Disaster in the estimated amount of $747,822.78, retroactive 

from June 24th 2021 until completion of the repairs contemplated herein, at which time Miami-

Dade county shall provide written notice to the grantor that all repairs have been finalized and 

acknowledging that the easement has terminated. 

Section 2. This Board authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor's designee to 

execute the Temporary Easement, attached as Attachment 1. 

Section 3. This Board authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor's designee to 

exercise all provisions contained in the Temporary Easement and to perform all acts necessary to 

effectuate same. 

Section 4. Pursuant to Resolution No. R-974-09, the Board (a) directs the Mayor or 

the Mayor's designee to record the Temporary Easement in the Public Records of Miami-Dade 

County, Florida, and to provide a recorded copy of the Temporary Easement to the Clerk of the 

Board within 30 days of execution of said Temporary Easement; and (b) directs the Clerk of the 

Board to attach and permanently store a recorded copy of said Temporary Easement together with 

this resolution. 

Section 5. This Board authorizes the County Mayor or County Mayor's designee to 

prepare a disaster reimbursement claim to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner                                                      , 

who moved its adoption.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner         

and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows:  
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Oliver G. Gilbert, III, Chairman 

Anthony Rodríguez, Vice Chairman 

Marleine Bastien Juan Carlos Bermudez 

Kevin Marino Cabrera Sen. René García 

Roberto J. Gonzalez Keon Hardemon 

Danielle Cohen Higgins Eileen Higgins 

Kionne L. McGhee Raquel A. Regalado 

Micky Steinberg 

The Chairperson thereupon declared this resolution duly passed and adopted this 16th day

of October, 2024.  This resolution shall become effective upon the earlier of (1) 10 days after the

date of its adoption unless vetoed by the County Mayor, and if vetoed, shall become effective 

only upon an override by this Board, or (2) approval by the County Mayor of this resolution 

and the filing of this approval with the Clerk of the Board. 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BY ITS BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

JUAN FERNANDEZ-BARQUIN, CLERK 

By:________________________ 

         Deputy Clerk 

Approved by County Attorney as 

to form and legal sufficiency.  _______ 

Eduardo W. Gonzalez 
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